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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Karen  Adcock 

31605 W. 83rd Circle, 

Apt. #8 A 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rodney & Cathy  Alderson 

31430 W 102nd St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sue  Allen 

8550 Hilltop Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Dennis & Chrissy  Allen 

305 Glenview Dr. 

Lawrence, KS 66049 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Chris & Gretchen Allen 

2200 S Apache St. 

Olathe, KS 66062 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis  Allenbrand 

29091 W. 119th St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Andrew & Kati  Asher 

P.O. Box 33 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

James & Holly  Balch 

316 N. 8th St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Justin & Tara  Bartholmew 

P.O. Box 99 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Meka Bartlett 

8445 Dicken 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Joyce  Bassett 

P.O. Box 701 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Carter & Sally Beck 

PO Box 31 

Ennix, MT 59729 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Barb  Beesley 

114 W Prairie Lakes Dr. 

Hesston, KS 67062 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim & Reba  Berola 

8660 S. Oak Manor Rd. 

Lenexa, KS 66227 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Glenna  Beytien 

16335 S Twilight Lane 

Olathe, KS 66062 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Blubaugh 

5816 Longview Rd. 

Shawnee, KS 66218 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mike & Barbara  Bosworth 

17161 Morningdeer Rd. 

Linwood, KS 66052 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rodger Brackett 

22608 W 56th St. 

Shawnee, KS 66226 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim & Sandy Brashears 

11035 Waverly 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sharon  Brashears 

31100 W. 111th St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Brian & Casey  Brown 

8180 Wea St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Aaron & Brooke  Brownell 

8705 Penner 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Dave & Lori  Brunner 

614 S. Penrose Lane 

Olathe, KS 66062 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Matt & Rhonda Burns 

32895 W. 83rd 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sandy  Cannell 

P.O. Box 487 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Harry  Cates 

1114 Kabuki Ave. 

Henderson, NV 89074 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Brad & Colleen  Chandler 

616 N Cedar 

Gardner, KS 66030 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Paul & Debbie  Chandler 

4231 Jackson Rd. 

Rantoul, KS 66079 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sharon  Coatney 

P.O. Box 38 

Linwood, KS 66052 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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March 2022 

LeAnn Livingston & Cody Adams 

33402 W. 88th Ter 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Nancy  Coen 

214 Lane L 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Linda  Conrad 

31605 W 83rd Circle, 

Apt. #18B 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jon & Heidi  Copeland 

8417 Arlington 

Raytown, MO 64138 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rev. & Mrs. Richard  Copeland 

P.O. Box E 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Gene & Rebekah  Cosby 

PO Box 2 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Tom Huang & Kristen  Crosby 

808 Illinois St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rev. Janet  Crowl 

900 SW Cambridge Ave. 

Topeka, KS 66606 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Gary Crowley 

501 W. 116th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64114 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mark & Dianne  Crumbaker 

10225 Kill Creek Rd 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Cyndi  Daniels 

18 Lane E 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Leroy & Luella Davis 

4806 Grove 

Shawnee, KS 66226 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Kim  DeRoulet 

34561 W 85th Terr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sannie  Dibble 

31605 W. 83rd Circle  

Apt. #16C 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim & Reta  Ellis 

31605 W. 83rd Circle, 

Apt. #6D 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jean  Epperson 

31605 W 83rd Circle, 

Apt. #19D 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim & Marilyn  Etherton 

33540 W. 84th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Andy & SunDee Everett 

8711 Penner Ave 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Matt & Mandy Faubion 

8980 Rowen Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Tyrone  Flowers 

215 Falls Crossing 

Covington, GA 30016 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Brian & Lisa  Franklin 

33505 W 88th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Marie  Gillihan 

559 Embassy Pkwy., 

Apt. #18 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jeff  & Traci  Griffin 

30070 W. 83rd St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Bob & Sandi  Gulley 

33750 Scott St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Larry & Donna  Gulley 

P.O. Box 392 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

John & Darlene  Hackworth 

8940 Cedar Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Kelly & Donna Haden 

8695 Golden Lane 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mark & Donna  Hanson 

33255 W. 87th Circle 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Whitney & Brandi  Hastings 

12425 S Homestead Lane 

Olathe, KS 66061 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

A.C. & Vicki  Haulmark 

33525 W. 85th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin  Hayden 

14453 Edgerton Rd. 

Gardner, KS 66030 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Chris & Allison  Haynes 

8510 Peoria St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Alan & Kathryn  Hines 

8427 W 156th Terr. 

Overland Park, KS 66223 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jeff  & Richelle  Hodges 

8537 Timber Trails Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rick & Patti  Hollingsworth 

17895  178th Street 

Tonganoxie, KS 66086 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Kathy  Hayden 

8857 Thompson Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Troy and Amy Hoppes 

8695 Timber Trails Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mrs. Robert  Hougham 

8518 Deer Run 

Lenexa, KS 66220 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Karen & Caleb Hufford 

8962 Scott Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Paul & Wanda Hughes 

4530 NE 56th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64119 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

James & Ashley Ingalls 

8397 Primrose St 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Kayla Ingalls 

9210 Kill Creek Rd 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim & Kim Ingalls 

1224 Greenbrier Dr. 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Doug & Beth  Ireland 

P.O. Box 583 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom  Irish 

8585 Hillview Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
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Kathy  Irvin 

8470 Wea St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Reta  Jenks 

8660 Penner Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Darrell & Birdie  Jones 

8440 Dicken Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Fred & Paula  Jones 

8986 S. Overhill Cir. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jill Karashin 

33385 W. 84th St, 

Box 58 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Brad & Stephanie  King 

16761 Ingalls St 

Gardner, KS 66030 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mary Gale  Kramer 

29345 W. 115th St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lafferty 

517 Butler 

Valley Center, KS 67147 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Danny & Linda  Lane 

9355 Cedar Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Charles & Willetta  Lawhead 

31760 W. 83rd St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mark & Nicki  Leisten 

8205 Kaw Avenue 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Chuch & Hitomi Leistner 

1224 Sandusky Dr 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Lyle  Lewis 

34140 W. 84th Terr. 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rick & Susan Lewis 

8940 Cedar Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert  Lightwine 

8473 Timber Trails Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Leland & Frankie  Lister 

1048 E. 1901 Rd. 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Gary & Bonnie  Logan 

8470 Dicken Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

 Lucas Family 

9165 Coronado Circle 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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March 2022 

De Ann Mandich 

8695 Golden Lane 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Debbie  Maniez 

8480 Rik Mar 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Ron & Joy  Mann 

8638 Greentree Dr. 

Lenexa, KS 66227 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Anita  Martin 

30332 W 87th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Chad & Dawn Martin 

9145 Shorewood Dr. 

DeSoto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rose  McAninch 

9315 Lexington Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rick & Patricia  McAninch 

8950 Lexington Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jason McAninch 

13836 Lowell Ave 

Overland Park, KS 66223 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Justin & Jennifer  McDaniel 

8396 Timber Ridge Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Walt  & Mary Jo  McDaniel 

8635 Lynne Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Bill & Patty  McDaniel 

13313 W 80th Terr. 

Lenexa, KS 66215 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Tanner & Leslie  McNamara 

8537 Timber Trails Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Ian  & Lana  McPherson 

8525 Kill Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Matt  McQuality 

8399 Timber Trails 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Phyllis  Melley 

Medical Lodges 

1415 Maple St. 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Karen  Middaugh 

Hillside Village 

33600 W 85th Terr 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Quinn & Jenny  Miller 

P.O. Box 255 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jacob & Jill Miller 

22902 W. 51st St 

Shawnee, KS 66226 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rick & Danielle  Miller 

14131 W 54th St. 

Shawnee, KS 66216 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mike & Bonnie  Montgall 

27758 W. 89th St. 

Lenexa, KS 66227 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Marge  Morse 

33920 W 85th Terr 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Ruth  Motzkus 

10315 Johnson Dr. 

Shawnee, KS 66203 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Shane & Rachel Muhl 

1938 Old Hwy 50 

Ottawa, KS 66067 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sean & Janet  Nalley 

8580 Wycoff  Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jerry & Linda  Nalley 

11430 Grant St. 

Overland Park, KS 66210 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Glen & Ruby  Nelson 

28136 W. 89th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

American Baptist Churches of  the 
Central Region 

5833 S W 29th St., 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Gwendy  Olivarez 

34190 Orchard Dr. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Doug & Vergie  Opdycke 

30642 W. 84th Cir. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Steve & Courtney Otter 

300 Rock Fence PL 

Lawrence, KS 66049 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Don & Vicky Parr 

17688 Golden Rd. 

Linwood, KS 66052 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jim   Pasquale 

34553 W 83rd St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jack & Mary Ann  Peck 

5508 Perry Ave. 

Merriam, KS 66203 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Lora Peterson 

513 Paramount St 

Apt 3 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Shawn & Kim Pew 

34167 W. 90th Circle 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Angela  Prince 

33284 W. 87th 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Sarah  Prudden 

PO Box 298  

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Steve & Jennifer Prudden 

9705 Kill Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mitch & Pam Prudden 

P.O. Box 555 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Charlene  Prudden 

813 E 12th St. 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Tim  Queen 

2732 Ann Court 

Lawrence, KS 66046 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Aaron & Tricia  Quisnberry  

17895 178th St 

Tonganoxie, KS 66086 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Susan Reames 

33504 W. 88th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Geraldine  Reed 

8336 Timber Ridge 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Pat & Tami  Reeves 

8480 Dicken Ave. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jackie Rendzia 

33585 W. 84th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Terry & Paula  Rhodes 

11780 Homestead Ln. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

John & Julie  Riffel 

33845 Hillcrest 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Hank & Vivian  Ruckert 

14940 Lake Crossing 

Wamego, KS 66547 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Shirley Scott 

32550 Lexington Ave 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Victor & Lynn  Shenk 

30165 W. 93rd Ct. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Harry  Shultz 

P.O. Box 1 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

John & Rae  Shultz 

P.O. Box 674 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Craig  Simmons 

9345 Lexington 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Dave & Traci  Simpson 

8484 Valley Springs Dr 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken  Sims 

8614 McCormack Dr. 

Lenexa, KS 66227 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Corey & Tamara Sipe 

16321 Stillwell Rd. 

Bonner Springs, KS 66012 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff   Sipe 

13471 200th St. 

Linwood, KS 66052 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Dott  Stephens 

8655 Thorp St 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Deanna  Stephens 

9715 Evening Star 

Eudora, KS 66025 

MARCH 



D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
hu

rc
h
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

Pa
st

or
, R

ic
ha

rd
 C

op
el

an
d 
—

 M
in

is
te

r 
of

 V
is

ita
tio

n,
 J

ef
f H

od
ge

s 
—

 9
13

.5
85

.1
02

6 
—

 w
w

w
.d

es
ot

ob
ap

tis
tc

hu
rc

h.
or

g 
—

 8
65

5 
Co

pe
la

nd
 W

ay
, D

e 
So

to
, K

S 
66

01
8 

March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Alan & Robin  Stone 

101 Martin Dr 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

John & Jo  Sweatt 

8811 Waverly Rd 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Alex & Tari  Thompson 

416 Cristo Pass 

Edmond, OK 73025 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

 Thompson Family 

32324 W. 91st St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

John & Jenna  Toner 

2033 Fremont Crest Ave. 

Syracuse, UT 84075 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry  Towner 

11300 S. Waverly Rd. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Rick & Monica  Walker 

31755 W. 89th St. 

De Soto, KS 66018 

MARCH 
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March 

Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Dean & Karen  Wall 

32751 W 111th St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8


B
ir

th
d

a
y

s
 &

 A
n

n
iv

e
r

s
a

r
ie

s
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
Tr

ac
ie

 G
ri

ffi
n
 

3
 

La
rr

y 
&

 D
o

n
n

a 
G

u
lle

y 

4
 

Lu
ca

s 
W

al
ke

r 

 

5
 

R
o

n
 &

 J
o

y 
M

a
n

n

D
a

n
n

y 
&

 L
in

d
a

 L
a

n
e 

7
 

 

8
 

Ju
sti

n
 M

cD
an

ie
l 

P
at

 R
ee

ve
s 

9
 

 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 
D

ak
o

ta
 A

lle
n

1
4

 
K

at
h

ry
n

 H
in

es
 

1
5

 

 

1
6

 
N

at
h

an
 C

ar
d

iff
 

 

1
7

 
1

8
 

D
o

u
g 

O
p

d
yc

ke
 

M
ar

k 
C

o
at

n
ey

 

1
9

 
M

ik
e 

M
o

n
tg

al
l

 

R
ic

k 
M

cA
n

in
ch

 

D
er

ri
ck

 M
cA

n
in

ch
 

2
1

 

 

2
2

 
G

en
e 

&
 R

eb
ek

a
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
B

ra
n

d
o

n
 R

iff
el

 

 

2
6

 
A

u
sti

n
 T

h
o

m
p

so
n

Li
n

d
a 

N
al

le
y

B
a

ile
y 

R
en

d
zi

a
h

 G
u

lle
y 

2
8

 
G

ar
y 

Lo
ga

n
 

A
m

e
lia

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

2
9

 
3

0
 

 

3
1

 
 

 

   
   

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2

   



D
e

 S
o

to
 B

a
p

ti
s

t 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r

 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t

 
1

 
2

 
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

s 
Su

p
p

er
 

A
m

er
ic

a
 f

o
r 

C
h

ri
st

  

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2

 

1
4

 

D
o

er
s 

&
 M

en
’s

 B
i-

b
le

 S
tu

d
y 

6
:3

0
p

m
 

1
5

 
1

6
 

1
7

 
1

8
 

1
9

 

2
1

 
2

2
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

2
5

 
2

6
 

2
8

 
D

o
er

s 
&

 M
en

’s
 B

i-
b

le
 S

tu
d

y 
6

:3
0

p
m

 

2
9

 
3

0
 

3
1

 
 

 

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
2
 



De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Ken & Patty  Warsop 

P.O. Box 3398 

Pinetop, AZ 85935 

MARCH 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Roy & Janet Webb 

8965 Kill Creek Rd. 

De Soto, KS 66018 
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Stepping Into The Future… 

 In  II Timothy 4:6 the Apostle Paul speaks these words… 
“The time of  my departure is at hand.” I’m taking these words 
out of its context. The Apostle Paul knew his death was very near, 
and was speaking of this departure. 

 I’m using these words to announce to you, my beloved, that 
the time for our departure from my position as Pastor of this our 
beloved Church Family, will be forthcoming as planned, now to 
be August 28th, 2022. I’ve struggled with this for about 6 
months, described by Fred Jones as dragging my feet! And he 
was right! This opened the door for Mary Etta and I to discuss the 
decision we felt was time to make. It wasn't easy, but God did 
guide us in this decision, with the feeling that this will be best for 
the church as well as for ourselves.  

 Mary Etta and I must confess that we thought it would be 
fairly simple process, but how wrong we were! Another Pastor of 
our acquaintance, who recently retired, shared how much more 
difficult than he’d ever imagined. 

 Granted, it is not a simple process for the church either. 
However, it can be a time of revisioning, renewal, and excitement 
in seeking God’s guidance into the future ministry of this church. 
Logistically and emotionally this will be a real challenge for Mary 
Etta and myself, but we must step forth as God calls us: and I am 
confident the you, the Disciples of Christ of this church, will step 
forth in Faith, also. I thank God that you have this faith. 

Respectfully Submitted... 

 



De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday afternoons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  
can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       

on-line.  If you would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in 
your car, let Pastor Copeland or Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to 
you each week.  If you would like to have this available but do not have a way to play 
the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  
Meeting in church basement 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

DOERS OF THE WORD - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 All of our women are encouraged to be a part of our Doers of the Word 
group.  We have a three-fold program of Bible Study, Prayer, and Doing Good in order to 
grow in our Christian walk, provide a strong prayer partnership, and reach out and act on 
our challenge to encourage and help others.   

 During these months of short days and questionable weather, we are focusing on 
one meeting a month (usually in day time).  After March we will return to meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evenings of each month. Please join our group as we learn and 
grow together. 

 Please contact either Mary Etta Copeland (913-314-9362) or Karen Wall (913-669
-1991) if you have questions or would like to join with us- -  – you may text or call.   

Choir Practices and Performance 
~ March 6th practice at 10:00am / performance church service 11:00am 



 

~ THE BEGINNING OF LENT ~ 

 

WHEN IS THE EASTER SEASON?  

 Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline in 
preparation for Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Easter season. 

 March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, and we will have observed the Lord’s Supper on 

the 1st Sunday of March (March 6th .) The following Sunday’s leading up to Easter on 

April 17th will complete the season of Lent, which is a time of concentrating on the 

sacrifice which Christ paid for our sins. Therefore it is also a time of confession. It 

is also then, a time of rededication to Christ as our Savior. 

 It is our prayer that these worship services during this time will enhance each 

of you in your own spiritual journeys. 
 

 

 

~ AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING ~ 

 

 Thanks to America for Christ Offering contributions, you’ve helped support communi-
ties distressed by the devastation of COVID 19 last year,  as the pandemic swept our country 
and Puerto Rico.  You’ve also helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires, and storms, 
along with children living on the edge because of poverty,  and seminarians preparing to de-
vote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways you minister to 
those in need. 

 These ministries take place through our Home Mission Stations such as Bethel Neigh-
borhood Center in Kansas City and Murrow Indian Children’s Home  in Muscogee, Oklaho-
ma.  All American Baptist Churches participate in these offerings, as well as through Church 
Budgets and over and above giving.  Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to 



A MOMENT WITH JO 
 

Joshua 24:15b, " But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3, 
knowing that the testing of  your faith produces patience (endurance or persever-
ance). 4, But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, (lacking nothing.) 

 John and I were finally on the beautiful cruise ship, Celebrity Apex and we 
were  walking  around the upper deck as the ship began our  journey  to  the 
Western Caribbean.  The week before had been very hectic and I was looking for-
ward to relaxing, having excursions, wonderful food, and evening entertainment. 
The 2nd morning at 5 a.m., music began playing on my phone  in our living area, 
why I do not know?,  I arose and walked into John's walker and let out a yell.  
John asked what happened and I replied that I think I broke my little toe. Our 
kind butler, Dino, came later took me to the ship  Medical area and sure enough, it 
was broken. It was wrapped and I was told to elevate it for 24-48 hours with ice 
on it.  Cancel all excursions, call for in room dining, and rest. 

 Later that afternoon, I went to our bathroom and fell on tile floor, hitting 
my thigh, hip, back. and head. John called Dino, who helped me up and back to 
my perch on sofa. I was a sad mess and I wanted to call our children and sisters 
for love, compassion, I and sympathy.  I felt the Lord saying to me, "Why don't 
you call Me and we will visit?  I knew I had a choice, I could feel sorry  for myself, 
cry and complain. or  trust in Father. We  had a wonderful visit. I am very grateful 
to Him for inviting me to talk and share with Him. I told Him that He is always 
faithful, He is my Keeper , my Strength, and my Rock, and He only has good 
planned for me,  I said to myself, "Buck up, Jo, and praise His Holy Name. The 
saga goes on and perhaps will share next month.    

Blessings, Jo 



 
GREAT RESPONSE TO SOUP AND SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

Once again our generous and giving church family has responded to people in need.  Our “Super 
Bowl Soup and Socks Drive” was met with a great response from our church family.    
 

Over 250 cans of soup and over 350 pairs of socks were delivered to the Turner Baptist Church.  
Turner Baptist’s neighborhood “food and supplies center” began as a project to support and encour-
age a large “houseless” community encamped not far from the Church. Our donations were met with 
great appreciation and will be used to fill shelves in their basement which is now a distribution center 
for needy individuals and families. 
 

A great Thank You to all who helped us with this project in any way -  once again demonstrating our 
caring and generous hearts.           

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
Though no specific dates have been set, we, once again, want to continue the long-standing ministry of the De Soto Baptist 
VBS which has been a held every summer for close to 75 years- - except for the CoVid-plagued 2020.   

 Would you all prayerfully consider this critical outreach for our community as well as our church family?  We ask for your 
prayers that our church family will provide leadership and commitment to this.  We ask you to consider how you can person-
ally be a part of this ministry.  We ask that you give suggestions or encouragement to those people who have faithfully served 
in the VBS program for one year or forty years.  I personally believe that our ministries to the children of our community can 
bring to us meaningful involvement with families as well as the children.   

 Our VBS program really falls under the umbrella of Christian Education.  The members of our Christian Education Com-
mittee include Richelle Hodges, Donna Gulley, Vickie Haulmark, Mary Jo McDaniel, and Aaron Brownell.  I know they 
would love to hear your thoughts, your encouraging words, your suggestions, and your support.  As one of the coordinators of 
our VBS programs over the last 15 years, I also would appreciate your suggestions and your visions for what this program can 
bring to our church family as well as our community as a whole. 

 We will need to know preferred months, times, activities, themes  -  promotion ideas, favorite culmination ideas. . . anything 
to expand our thinking on making this year’s VBS impactful and inspiring for the children and for their families.  We also 
need helpers in all areas…..feel free to let us know of your willingness to help in some area. 

 Everyone’s name, phone number and often email are in our church directory  - or you can visit with anyone in our church 
services.   Let your thoughts be known.    Blessings and thanksgiving for the many who have helped us in so many ways over 
the years  -  you make a difference in the lives of all children who attend.   Karen 



 
THANK YOU!!!   

 

 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings 
to:   

 DeSoto Baptist Church  
PO Box E - DeSoto, KS 66018 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  
resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 
• Dried beans 
• Cereal 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Spaghetti sauce 
• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 
• Tuna (canned meat) 
• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 
• Toilet paper 
 
Donations bins are located at Harps & Great 
American Bank or can be dropped off at the 
Food Pantry during regular hours.   
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 
32905 W 84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 
Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

 
The food pantry is located in the same building as City Hall 
and the Community Center.  Anyone with a DeSoto address 
or a student enrolled in the DeSoto School District, and that 
can show proof of residency, is eligible to shop.  
 

 

ONE DE SOTO    REFLIEF FUND 
For citizens of De Soto  affected by COVID-19  

 

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund 
called One De Soto Relief Fund.  This fund is 
available for those negatively affected by COVID-
19.  We offer help for those that had a loss of 
income or increased medical bills.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ECpHp3cAZgYerLILwInsrDkFBYHCxYNZs4CjSem56R8GXT3XYr-frMw8
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De Soto Baptist Church 
Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
P.O. Box E 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

March 2022 

Jason & Jennifer  Weese 

18416 Hickory St. 

Gardner, Ks 66030 

MARCH 


