
FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Sue  Allen  

1255 Pasadena Ave S  

Apt. 113 

Saint Petersburg, FL 33707 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis  Allenbrand  

29091 W. 119th St.  

Olathe, KS 66061 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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James & Holly  Balch  

316 N. 8th St.  

Lawrence, KS 66044 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Justin & Tara  Bartholmew  

P.O. Box 99  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Barb  Beesley  

114 W Prairie Lakes Dr.  

Hesston, KS 67062 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Mike & Barbara  Bosworth  

17161 Morningdeer Rd.  

Linwood, KS 66052 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Sharon  Brashears  

31100 W. 111th St.  

Olathe, KS 66061 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Matt & Rhonda Burns  

32895 W. 83rd  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Sandy  Cannell  

P.O. Box 487  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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Paul & Debbie  Chandler  

4231 Jackson Rd.  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Linda  Conrad  

31605 W 83rd Circle,  

Apt. #18B 

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
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memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
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there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Gene & Rebekah  Cosby  

PO Box 2  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Tom & Kristen  Crosby-Huang  

808 Illinois St.  

Lawrence, KS 66044 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Rev. Janet  Crowl  

900 SW Cambridge Ave.  

Topeka, KS 66606 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Leroy & Luella Davis  

4806 Grove  

Shawnee, KS 66226 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  
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,   

  

Jim & Reta  Ellis  

31605 W. 83rd Circle,  

Apt. #6D 

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Jean  Epperson  

31605 W 83rd Circle,  

Apt. #19D 

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Matt & Mandy Faubion  

8980 Rowen Rd.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  
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Marie  Gillihan  

559 Embassy Pkwy.,  

Apt. #18 

Mountain Home, AR 72653 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Jeff & Traci  Griffin  

30070 W. 83rd St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Kelly & Donna Haden  

8695 Golden Lane  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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,   

  

A.C. & Vicki  Haulmark  

33525 W. 85th St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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,   

  

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin  Hayden  

14453 Edgerton Rd.  

Gardner, KS 66030 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Rick & Patti  Hollingsworth  

17895  178th Street  

Tonganoxie, KS 66086 
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Kathy  Hayden  

8857 Thompson Dr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  
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,   

  

Paul & Wanda Hughes  

4530 NE 56th St.  

Kansas City, MO 64119 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

James & Ashley Ingalls  

8397 Primrose St  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Jim & Kim Ingalls  

1224 Greenbrier Dr.  

Eudora, KS 66025 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Doug & Beth  Ireland  

P.O. Box 583  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Mr. & Mrs. Tom  Irish  

8585 Hillview Dr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   
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De Soto, KS 66018 
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Reta  Jenks  

8660 Penner Ave.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Darrell & Birdie  Jones  

8440 Dicken Ave.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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16761 Ingalls St  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Mary Gale  Kramer  

29345 W. 115th St.  

Olathe, KS 66061 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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9355 Cedar Creek Rd.  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Charles & Willetta  Lawhead  

31760 W. 83rd St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Chuch & Hitomi Leistner  

1224 Sandusky Dr  

Eudora, KS 66025 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Lyle  Lewis  

34140 W. 84th Terr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Rick & Susan Lewis  

8940 Cedar Creek Rd.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Gary & Bonnie  Logan  

8470 Dicken Ave.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

  Lucas Family  

9165 Coronado Circle  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Ron & Joy  Mann  

8638 Greentree Dr.  

Lenexa, KS 66227 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Rick & Patricia  McAninch  

8950 Lexington Ave.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Jason McAninch  

13836 Lowell Ave  

Overland Park, KS 66223 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Walt  & Mary Jo  McDaniel  

8635 Lynne Rd.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Tanner & Leslie  McNamara  

8537 Timber Trails Dr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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8525 Kill Creek Rd.  
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  
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,   

  

Quinn & Jenny  Miller  

P.O. Box 255  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Mike & Bonnie  Montgall  

27758 W. 89th St.  

Lenexa, KS 66227 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Marge  Morse  

33920 W 85th Terr  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Sean & Janet  Nalley  

8580 Wycoff Dr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

American Baptist Churches of the Central Region  

5833 S W 29th St.,  

Suite A 

Topeka, KS 66614 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Gwendy  Olivarez  

34190 Orchard Dr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Doug & Vergie  Opdycke  

30642 W. 84th Cir.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Don & Vicky Parr  

17688 Golden Rd.  

Linwood, KS 66052 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Jim   Pasquale  

34553 W 83rd St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Shawn & Kim Pew  

34582 84th Court  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Angela  Prince  

33284 W. 87th  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Steve & Jennifer Prudden  

9705 Kill Creek Rd.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Mitch & Pam Prudden  

P.O. Box 555  

Eudora, KS 66025 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Susan Reames  

33504 W. 88th St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Pat & Tami  Reeves  

8480 Dicken Ave.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Jackie Rendzia  

33585 W. 84th St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

John & Julie  Riffel  

33845 Hillcrest  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Hank & Vivian  Ruckert  

14940 Lake Crossing  

Wamego, KS 66547 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Shirley Scott  

32550 Lexington Ave  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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Harry  Shultz  

P.O. Box 1  

De Soto, KS 66018 
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,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

John & Rae  Shultz  

P.O. Box 674  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Mr. & Mrs. Ken  Sims  

30835 W. 83rd St  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Corey & Tamara Sipe  

16321 Stillwell Rd.  

Bonner Springs, KS 66012 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Mr. & Mrs. Jeff  Sipe  

13471 200th St.  

Linwood, KS 66052 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Alan & Robin  Stone  

101 Martin Dr  

Bellevue, NE 68005 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

John & Jo  Sweatt  

8811 Waverly Rd  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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P.O. Box  578 
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

  Thompson Family  

32324 W. 91st St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 
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Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Rick & Monica  Walker  

31755 W. 89th St.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Roy & Janet Webb  

8965 Kill Creek Rd.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Jason & Jennifer  Weese  

18416 Hickory St.  

Gardner, Ks 66030 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
 



September t 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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,   

  

Linda  Williamson  

6109 Long Ave  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 

D
e
 S

o
to

 B
a
p
ti
st

 C
h
ur

ch
 

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 

I
N

 
T

H
E

 
M

I
N

I
S

T
R

Y
 

O
F

 
R

E
C

O
N

C
I

L
I

A
T

I
O

N
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  

 
 
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 



S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

2
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e

 
W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
r
i
 

S
a
t
 

 
 

 
  

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
 a

n
d

 

D
e
a
c
o
n
s
 F

u
n
d
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

 

5
 

 

6
 

7
 

B
u
s
in

e
s
s
 M

tg
. 

7
:0

0
 

8
 

9
 

1
0

 

 

1
1

 

In
te

ri
m

 P
a
s
to

r 
 V

e
le

z
 

P
o
tl
u
c
k
 D

in
n
e
r 

1
2

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

1
3

 
1
4

 
1
5

 
1
6

 
1
7

 

1
8

 
1
9

 

  

2
0

 
2
1

 
2
2

 
2
3

 
2
4

 

2
5

 

 

2
6

 

M
e
n
’s

  
B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

6
:3

0
p
m

 

2
7

 
2
8

 
2
9

 
3
0

 
 



S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r
 2

0
2

2
  

S
U

N
 

M
O

N
 

T
U

E
 

W
E
D

 
T

H
U

 
F
R

I 
S
A

T
 

 
 

 
   

1
 

2
 

Li
sa

 Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n
 

3  Ia
n

 &
 L

a
n

a
 M

cP
h

er
so

n
 

4 K
at

h
ry

n
 Ir

vi
n

 

 

5 W
ill

ett
a 

La
w

h
ea

d
 

A
ar

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

el
l 

 C
h

ri
s 

&
 J

en
n

y 
To

n
er

 
 

6   

7   

8
 

 

9
 

1
0

 

 K
en

n
y 

&
 P

a
ts

y 
A

lle
n

b
ra

n
d

 

1
1 

1
2 

Je
an

 E
p

p
er

so
n

 

Q
u

in
n

 &
 J

en
n

y 
M

ill
er

 

1
3 

1
4

 

 M
a

tt
 &

 L
ea

h
 M

cQ
u

a
lit

y 

1
5

 

N
el

so
n

 R
ee

ve
s 

Jo
e 

B
er

o
la

 

16
 

M
ic

h
ae

l B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

R
ac

h
el

 M
u

h
l 

 

1
7

 

1
8 

 Je
re

m
y 

&
 J

a
m

ie
 T

o
w

n
er

 

1
9 

Su
zi

e 
G

u
lle

y 
Ju

d
y 

W
ilk

in
s 

Sa
n

d
y 

C
an

n
el

l 
 

2
0 

Fa
yt

h
e 

R
ee

ve
s 

H
o

lly
 B

al
ch

 

2
1

 

D
ar

re
ll 

Zi
m

m
er

m
an

 

2
2

 

 Jo
n

 &
 H

ei
d

i C
o

p
el

a
n

d
 

2
3

 
2

4
 

25
 

P
at

 W
ar

so
p 

2
6 

 

2
7 

M
att

 W
o

yw
o

d
 

2
8

 
2

9
 

B
ai

le
y 

Je
an

 B
o

sw
o

rt
h

 

3
0

 
 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Ben & Junelle  Woolery  

7000 Gladstone Ave  

Shawnee, KS 66218 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

     

 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Matt & Karilyn Woywod  

33950 W 85th Terr.  

De Soto, KS 66018 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Joe  Woywod  

11080 W 133 Terr.,  

Apt. #3 

Overland Park, KS 66213 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
 

September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  



DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 

P.O. Box  578 

De Soto, Kansas 66018 

 

Address Service Requested 

Engaged in  the Minis t ry  of Reconci l iat ion  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PERMIT #3 

DE SOTO, KANSAS 66018  

September  2022 

  

 

  

,   

  

Eric & Jayma Zook  

1417 N. Anne St.  

Olathe, KS 66061 

,   

  

,   



FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 
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 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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FROM THE COPELANDS . . .  

In the Scriptures the Apostle Paul would often thank the churches he wrote to for their Faith 

and for his remembrance of them.  The “Love Banquet” was a meager attempt,  or at least a 

token of,  our “thanks to the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for your Faith and the wonderful 

remembrance we have of you!  

Together we have celebrated and been a witness to the Good News of the Scriptures and 

the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of that Salvation.  Together we have sought to be Minis-

ters  of Reconciliation.  We thank the DeSoto Baptist Church Family for the opportunity to 

be in this great ministry together and for all of the support, encouragement, joy and love 

you have been to us.  We could write volumes in description of this!  And 

don’t be surprised if someday this comes to reality!!! 

Our prayer is that likewise we have been the same for you.  May God bless each and every 

one of you as you follow God’s guidance into the future. 

Amen, and Love without end,  for our DeSoto Baptist Church Family~. . .  

 

In His Love & Service ~ 
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“This is the day the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24  
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De Soto Kansas Baptist Church  

ONLINE WORSHIP—LIVE SUNDAYS AT 11AM 
A recording of each service will still be available and posted to the website Sunday after-

noons. 

Link to weekly worship services and all past worship services  

can be found on our church website: 

www.desotobaptistchurch.org  
 

or on our Facebook account 

AUDIO CDs OF WORSHIP SERVICES AVAILABLE 

We know that there are some of you who are not always able to view the services       on-line.  If you 

would like an audio version of the services to play at home, or even in your car, let Pastor Copeland or 

Jeff Hodges know and they will begin to deliver a CD to you each week.  If you would like to have this 

available but do not have a way to play the CD this can be worked out as well. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm  

Meeting in the Copeland Center 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth by 

Sarah Smarsh will be the next selection for our women’s book club. This is a true story of 

the challenges and conditions of white poverty, set in a rural Kansas town. This book will 

give all of us new insights of the challenges facing millions of Americans today; you will not 

look at life in Kansas in the same way after reading this book. Please join our group; we 

would love to have more women join us and share their questions and insights. Contact 

Anita Woywod for additional questions. We will be discussing this book in late September 

or early October 

September 2022 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For submitting Tithes and Offerings to:  

DeSoto Baptist Church  PO Box  578- DeSoto, KS 66018 

It has been 20 years since this book made such a meaningful stir in Christian  circles, and we 

have chosen to revisit The Prayer of Jabez for our Doers of the Word Women’s Bible Study 

this fall.  Please contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland about this study and how to ob-

tain a book.  We will be starting on Oct. 10. 

 "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and en-

large my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain. ' So God granted him what he requested." 

Please Note... 

New Mailing Address 
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 A Moment with Jo… 
   I:John 5:14-15 

     14 "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us. 

      15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we ask of 

Him." 

       This promise from the Bible was such a balm to my spirit, soul, and body when I was walking through a 

difficult time in my life in 2013-2014 when I had lymphoma with chemo.  I asked Father to please allow me 

to see and enjoy our great grandchildren..  At that time, I did not know we would have another grandson, 

Isaac who is know 4.5 years old . We  now have 5 great grandchildren and I would like to share a story about 

Greyson, who is 6. . He, his parents, and 3 year old brother lived with us for 2 months while their new home 

was being finished. Greyson would bring his magnetic blocks, airplanes, jets, helicopter, and soldiers to play 

with me.  We had great fun and when they moved, I asked him who would play with me?. He told me when 

he came to Grammy Amy;s, our daughter who lives next door, he would come and play with me. 

      The other day he did and he told me I was the medic for all the wounded soldiers. That was great as I 

could sit in a chair and drink my tea as I had been flying jets and refueling the equipment and I was weary. I 

tore Kleenex in strips and wound them around the legs, arms, and heads of the wounded ones and used 

scotch tape to hold the bandages. He thought I had done a pretty good job, but thought we should put them 

in a box and take them to a "real" doctor. He meant his Grammy, who is a nurse.. What fun we had. Oh, the 

goodness of God 

 
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 
   
 
 
 
The church basement was filled with beautifully decorated tables and cakes for our annual  All-Church 
Birthday Party on August 7.  This has become a tradition as an ABW fund-raiser to support the Regional 
ABW  “Special Project” of the year.   Tables were decorated for each month of the year and people were 
invited to sit at the table of their birth. 

 

Anyone wanting a tempting piece of cake from a different table had to pay for it.  The remaining pieces of 
the Cakes were auctioned of as well.  People donated money for their dinner, and when all was counted, 
we raised over $700 to help remodel a house for special-needs adults living in Rainbow Acres near Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  Our Regional ABW had set a goal of $30,000 to help with this remodeling project.  As of this 
printing, they had raised over  $22,000! 
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DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Donations Needed 

Thank you so much for supporting this vital  

resource in our community! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:   

• Canned Fruit & Applesauce 

• Dried beans 

• Cereal 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Box meals (like Hamburger helper) 

• Tuna (canned meat) 

• Personal items (shampoo, razors) 

• Toilet paper 

Donations bins are located at Harps & Great American 
Bank or can be dropped off at the Food Pantry during 
regular hours.   

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
mail your check to:  De Soto Food Pantry, 32905 W 
84th, De Soto, KS 66018. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Tuesdays — 10 am to 12 pm 

Thursdays — 4 pm to 6 pm 

Saturdays — 9 am to 11 pm 

The food pantry is located in the same building as 

City Hall and the Community Center.  Anyone with 

a DeSoto address or a student enrolled in the 

DeSoto School District, and that can show proof of 

residency, is eligible to shop.  

SNACKS FOR STARSIDE 

 

    SNACKS FOR STARSIDE has become one of 
our most appreciated projects for our local 
schools.  School officials, counselors, teach-

ers and children have all expressed the great appreciation 
they have for this simple project.  Many children come 
from families who simply do not have the resources to 
provide snacks for their children’s snack breaks.   We 
know that often teachers provide snacks from their own 
pockets because they don’t want any child to go with-
out.   
     
These snacks provide a great break in the day’s work and 
help the children focus on their learning.  If you would 
like to bring snacks to church, they will be taken to the 
Starside teachers by one of their own faculty mem-
bers,  Richelle Hodges!!    
The snacks must be small pre-packaged snacks.  Animal 
crackers, Goldfish,  fruit snacks, chips, popcorn, cheese & 
crackers are best.  Please do not provide any foods with 
peanut butter because of allergies.  Also, in trying to get 
the children to bring more nutritious snacks, they dis-
courage cookies as well  -  so, no cookies  -  
 

      If you would rather donate some dollars and let oth-
ers to do the shopping, you can make a check out to De 
Soto Baptist Church and put “Starside Snacks” on the 
memo line.  They can be put in the offering basket on 
Sundays or sent to De Soto Baptist Church, Box E, De So-
to, KS  66018.    We need approximately 70 snacks for 
each day of school; therefore, we will be continuing this 
program into the fall.   
Thank you so much for your care and concern for our 
 local schools 

 



September 2022 DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ABCCR ANNUAL GATHERING 2022 
After 2 years of only online Convention Gatherings of Central Region churches, "In-person"  will take place at Ba-
cone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 30th. - October 1st.  The theme is 'RISE UP",  based on 2 Peter 

3:18 "BUT GROW IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.  TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER!  AMEN!  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jolene Erlacher, founder of "Leading Tomorrow" and 

author of "DANIEL GENERATION: GODLY LEADERSHIP IN AN UNGODLY CULTURE,"  a most needed study in today's 
world.  Our own Pastor Richard  has been selected to bring the Sermon on Friday evening! Bacone is our Baptist 

College for Native American students, and our Youth of DeSoto Baptist with a number of parents have visited 
there on a  Youth Trip.  And it's also the location of our Murrow Children's Home, where a number of our women 

visited some years ago, taking carloads of needed supplies to them!   

 If interested in attending, please contact the Copelands.     

LET’S GET COOKIN’!!! 

IT’S PIE STAND TIME!! 

 

 

Our ABW has been asked to provide our traditional home-made pies for 

The Barn at Kill Creek Farm Harvest Festival 

Saturday, September 17. 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will need a lot of home-made pies and workers to help throughout the day.    This will be the first money-

making project our ABW will have for the ABW year, so we do hope many of you will be able to help us with pies 

and/or your time. We have developed quite a reputation for great pies! 

 The sheet for you to sign up to bake pies and to work a shift in the pie stand is on the bulletin board  

In the Narthex.   



Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is not until November, but we will be holding a very important and relevant semi-
nar on this topic on Tuesday evening, Oct. 18, at our church..  Don and Elaine Minter of De Soto are the founders 
of Senior Care Authority --- a company designed to help those looking for answers in caring for their loved ones 
and who may need to find some sort of placement for their safety and well-being.  Many of Don and Elaine’s 
placements are related to advanced dementia or diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Our ABW is excited about making this opportunity available not only to our own church members, but for people 
throughout the area.  As our family members age, almost everyone has or will have some experience in learning 
how to adapt and relate to dear ones as they grow older, seemingly more and more distant and less and less self-
sufficient. Some of us become the ones needed to make those daunting decisions on “what to do.” 
 
Don will start with a general over-view of these topics, including giving us strategies for coping with the challeng-
es and changes of those we love so dearly.  This will be followed by a Q & A opportunity for your questions and 
understanding.  Many people in our community and some in our church family have utilized Don and Elaine’s ser-
vices, and we have found them to be incredibly helpful, supportive, and wise in guiding those of us who are often 
just learning how to cope with the changes occurring with those we love. 
 
Please share this information and opportunity with your friends and family.  If you have any questions about this 
event, contact Karen Wall, our ABW Church and Community Associate.   Her number is 913-669-1991 (text or 
call).  
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Twenty ladies from our church will be attending a matinee performance of the musical 
Freaky Friday!   This will be on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 7.  We are looking forward 
to this new experience (as a group from DBC).  We do hope this might become a popu-
lar activity for us in the future.  If you were hoping to go, but didn’t get your reserva-

tion in on time, let Karen Wall know (669-1991) and we’ll put your name down to fill in 
for any cancellations.  

 



 

  Pastor Search Process Is Ongoing  

   Sharon Coatney/Pulpit  Committee 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 was the end of an era for Desoto Baptist Church as our beloved pastor, Richard 
Copeland, stepped down from his pulpit for the final time. After an awe inspiring 55 years in ser-
vice to our Savior in this church, it is time for him to step back, retire and serve in other ways. We 
will miss his loving care.  

 

Now it is time to begin a new chapter. Reverend Victor Velez will serve our 
church as Interim pastor.  We are pleased to welcome him as we continue the 
process of calling a new permanent pastor to our church. 

Victor and his two younger sisters grew up in the church.  Their father was a 
pastor and later a seminary professor of church history; his mother was a 
schoolteacher.  He recalls hearing Gods’s call to the ministry at the age of 8, 
playing piano in children’s church at 9, and at 13 leading worship services in 
local nursing homes. He has degrees in piano performance from Southern Naz-
arene University and religious studies from Central Baptist Seminary.  

Victor and his wife, Danette, partnered in ministry for many years until her 
death in 2007.  They have five grown children:   Gabriele, Karmyn, Rachele, Ian 
and Angelica, ranging in age from 26 to 18 and 3 grandchildren, Miles, 2, Ame-
lia, 1, and Isabel , 5 months. Victor enjoys being a grandpa and spending time 
with his children.   His interests include musical production, with his youngest 
two daughters, who write and produce original music, and he enjoys a wide 
variety of sports, including weightlifting and MMA training with his son. 

 

As we continue the process of calling a new pastor, we have completed a lengthy survey of pref-
erences from our membership and members of our community. We have analyzed and summa-
rized the data and after much discussion compiled a document summarizing our needs. We are 
now ready to take that information and confidently look for a new pastor with the help of the 
networking providing by American Baptist Churches throughout the country.  

 



 
 

WELCOME, INTERIM PASTOR VELEZ!  

 

Please join us for a  

WELCOMING POTLUCK DINNER 

 

September 11 ~ following our church service 

 

Please join our church family on September 11 as we welcome our interim pastor, 
Victor Velez, with one of our traditional pot-luck dinners.  Victor has felt led to 
help us work through the challenging process of adjusting to the replacement of our 
long-loved pastor of 55 years. 

   Please bring a dish to share.  We hope that you will be able to introduce your-
self to Victor and share the love and warmth that is part of our church fami-
ly.  There will be a sign-up sheet to help with the “set-up” as well as the  
“clean-up” following.  Thank you!!  
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